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decoloniality into focus on each site.
	Addressing	these	complex	questions	in	
architectural discourse is part of a strategy 
to	realise,	envision,	and	inspire	actualising	
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colonial stone pines 
 63
Figure	2.10	-	Diagram	showing	the	imposing	power	
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Footnotes:
1	 	In	past	years	many	groups	concerned	with	identity	

















of an understanding. The study of architecture 
















‘very nice plan’ but	the	‘social	space’	may	also	be ‘a 













to orality (blackness)3.	From	linear to cyclical. 
To	allude	to	a	tension	between	modernity	and	
tradition.
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Figure	1.2-	Self	identification	of	race	in	Cape	Town,	the	image	depicts	the	resilience	of	apartheid	planing		
[Source:Frith,	2012]
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Footnotes:
5	 	Lefebvre,	Henri.	The production of space.	Oxford,	OX,	
UK	Cambridge,	Mass.,	USA:	Blackwell,	1991.
6	 	Gámez	and	Rogers,	“An Architecture of change” in 
“Expanding Architecture: Design as Activism”,	eds	Bryan	Bell	
and	Katie	Wakeford	(New	York:	Metropolis	Books,	2008).	-	pg	25
7	 	Mignolo,	W.	2011	‘The Darker Side of Western 
Modernity: Global Futures, Decolonial Options’,	Durham,	duke	
UP




















15  “20 Years of Freedom: Seven Things To Tell Young 
Black South Africans,”	AFRICA	IS	A	COUNTRY,	accessed	May	2,	
2014,	http://africasacountry.com/20-years-of-freedom-seven-
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Introduction: Decoloniality
I have a right to interact with architecture as a 
cultural discipline, not merely as a person who is 
able to make decisions. I have the right to articulate 
how architecture feels, to me, and what makes 
it manifest; to be able to experience and relay 
architecture as beyond the object of someone else’s 
examinations and beyond traditional academic 
perspectives; to simply place my experience at 
the centre and use that location for seeing and 
understanding.      
     LaVerne	




understanding the need to decolonise space. 
Architecture	is	built	representations	of	power	
in	space,	and	indubitably	these	spacio-politics	





































and oversold tales of a universally available social 
mobility	predicated	on	‘hard	work’	and	‘equal	
opportunity’.”15 These ideas rooted in Universalist 














20  “[imperialism] refers to a specific phase of form of 
colonialism, running roughly from 1870 to 1914, when the 
conquest of territory became linked to a systematic search 
for markets and exporting of capital, and also, in an extended 
sense, to first world interventionist politics in the post-






22	 	One	example	being	‘African Identity in Post-
apartheid Public Architecture: White Skin, Black Masks’ Pg. 7 
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Footnotes:
as	well	as	‘African Perspectives--- [South] Africa: City, Society, 
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opposed to each other by their very nature… their 
first	encounter	was	marked	by	violence.”29 This idea 
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Figure	1.3	-	Diagram	showing	this	theoretical	linkages 
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Framing	the	Triptych
for a colonised people the most essential value, 
because it is the most concrete, is first and foremost 





















































Events that force spaces to give up its usual 
functioning	make	room	for	new	ways	that	a	space	is	
understood.
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Figure	1.4	-	Diagram	showing	architecture’s	ability	to	script	identities 
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The	strategies	of	DAAR;	subversion, re-use, and 
destruction,	are	methods	of	decolonial	action,	
however	for	the	purpose	of	this	dissertation	they	




































agents of colonising land.
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architecture,	like	‘Architecture in black (2000)’	
by	Darrel	Wayne	fields	and	Lesley	Naa	Lokko’s	
Fanonian	inspired	title	‘White Papers, Black Marks 
(2000)’. The triptych of marks can in itself be read 
as	a	description	of	a	process	of	becoming.
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land ownership; territory 




Destroying; Future/ social 
return/ post-revolution; 
territory marker/ node; 
decommodification/ 
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Subverting
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Site I:  Subverting
Subverting; past/historical; redress/symbolic; 
public/representational, utopian; anti-
monument/ negating meaning; de-textualised 
narrative; non-linear; impossible/ black 
architecture; lucid dream.
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Figure	2.1-	Justin	Plunkett,	Gugulethu	Gables.	Edition	of	50,	590	x	590mm. 
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Figure	2.2X	-	Activism	on	social	media	by	Xcollektiv 
[Source:	https://www.facebook.com/xcollektiv]
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42  Hillier,	Jean,	and	Emma	Rooksby,	eds.	Habitus: a 
sense of Place. 2nd ed.	Aldershot,	Hants,	England ;	Burlington,	
VT:	Ashgate,	2005.
43	 	Coetzer,	Nic.	Building apartheid : on architecture 




45	 	Coetzer,	Nic.	The Production of the City As a White 
Space: Representing & Restructuring Identity and Architecture, 
Cape Town, 1892-1936:	University	of	London,	2004.
Footnotes:
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Figure	2.3-	Work	by	Dathini	Mzayiya,	the	canvas	gives	the	painting	
meaning
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Figure	2.4-	Work	by	Dathini	Mzayiya,	the	canvas	gives	the	painting	meaning 
[Source:	photo	from	artist]
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48	 	As	used	by	Lefebvre,	production of space
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Figure	2.6-	The	site,	taken	from	Rhoads	Drive,	the	substation	presents	itself	as	a	monument
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Figure	2.7-	Aerial	view	of	the	site,	showing	trees	and	suburban	houses. 
[Source:	CityMaps,	2014]
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Figure	2.8	-	Sketch	of	the	substation	uninterrupted	by	trees,	monumentality
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Figure	2.9-	The	colonial	Gable	front	amongst	the	colonial	stone	pines 
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Figure	2.10	-	Diagram	showing	the	imposing	power	of	the	building 
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onto the surface of the earth. I feel that Ideology in 
the	South	African	landscape	lies	in	boundary	and	
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Design	development
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Figure	2.11-	Analysis	of	the	lines	on	site 
Izwe Lethu! : Visions of decoloniality through the re-imagining of electrical services
79Izwe Lethu! : Visions of decoloniality through the re-imagining of electrical services
Figure	2.12	-	The	discovery	that	the	Stone	Pine	trees	are	more	connected	to	
the land than the building 
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Figure	2.13	-	On	site	the	opposite	is	true,	the	building	is	infrastructurally	linked	to	the	land,	
where	as	the	trees	are	less	intrusive 
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Figure	2.14-	Tools	of	subversion,	Colonial	power
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Figure	2.15-	Tools	of	subversion,	Land
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Figure	2.16-	Tools	of	subversion,	symbolically	neutral	Stone	Pine	trees
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Figure	2.17-	Tools	of	subversion,	Colonised	water,	the	tributary	of	the	Liesbeeck	River
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Figure	2.18-	Unrooting	the	substation
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Figure	2.19-	Exploring	deconstruction,	reconfiguring	parts	to	that	create	a	nuanced	whole.	
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Figure	2.20-	Symbolically	the	gabel	represents	that	which	segregates	and	divides	the	land	both	physically	and	culturally 
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Figure	2.21-	Symbolically	the	gabel	represents	that	which	segregates	and	divides	the	land	both	
physically and culturally
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Figure	2.22-First	attempt	and	making	a	mark 
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Figure	2.23	-	Setting	the	substation	in	relation	to	a	path.
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Figure	2.24-	Plan	of	the	narrative	in	relation	to	the	tools	of	subversion
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Figure	2.25-	Iso	of	the	substation.
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Re-forming
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Site	II: 	Re-forming
Reforming; present/ social/ post-revolution; 
public; decommodification/ land ownership; 
territory marker/ node; educational (urban), 
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Figure	3.1-	Drawing	of	land	from	in	relation	to	land	parcelization.	
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Figure	3.2-		Site	plan	of	land,	or	rather	property	that	residents	have	already	given	up	to	back-yarders	
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Figure 3.3- Site photographs
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Figure	3.4	-	‘Domestic’	type	substation	
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Design	development
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Figure	3.5-	Drawing	showing	the	insertion	of	amenities	between	the	‘bedrooms‘,	and	creating	a	new	access	route	on	de-	comodified	land	
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Figure	3.6-	First	attempt	at	making	a	marker	of	territory	to	claim	space,	building	on	top	of	the	existing	substation
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Figure	3.7	-	revisiting	the	site	i	discovered	this	addition
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Figure	3.8-	Developing	a	design	that	speaks	of	territory,	contextuality,	domesticity	and	‘social	infrastructure‘
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Figure	3.9-	Furthering	development,	adding	more	infrastructure	to	the	site;	telecommunications	tower	that	could	act	as	a	
marker	of	territory.	
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Figure3.10-	Making	the	ground,	‘public	stoeps’
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Figure	3.11-	designing	the	section	&	structure
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Destroying
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Site III:  Destroying
Destroying; violence, Future/ social return/ post-revolution; territory marker/ node; decommodification/ land ownership, cyclic, educational (agrarian) dialectically 
utopian; agrarian domesticity; provocation/threat.
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Africa I have kept your memory Africa
you are inside me
Like the splinter in the wound
like a guardian fetish in the center of the village
make me the stone in your sling
make my mouth the lips of your wound
make my knees the broken pillars of your 
abasement
AND YET
I want to be of your race alone
workers peasants of all lands . . .
. . . white worker in Detroit black peon in 
Alabama
uncountable nation in capitalist slavery
destiny ranges us shoulder to shoulder
repudiating the ancient maledictions of blood 
taboos
we roll away the ruins of our solitudes
If the flood is a frontier
we will strip the gully of its endless
covering flow
If the Sierra is a frontier
we will smash the jaws of the volcanoes
upholding the Cordilleras
and the plain will be the parade ground of the 
dawn
where we regroup our forces sundered
by the deceits of our masters
As the contradiction among the features
creates the harmony of the face
we proclaim the oneness of the suffering
and the revolt
of all the peoples on all the face of the earth
and we mix the mortar of the age of brotherhood
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Site
The site of destroying has always been conceived 
as the non-site. Firstly, because its programme was 
conceived as reproducible, and adaptable to any 
agrarian land.  Secondly, because ‘site’, a notion, 
a line on the earth to mark ownership is a one of 
coloniality. The land I have chosen to illustrate this 
model of reclamation is on agricultural land in 
Philippi.
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Returning land
Again…
“for a colonised people the most essential value, because it is the 
most concrete, is first and foremost the land; the land that will 
bring them bread and, above all dignity.”
 Frantz	Fanon,	The	Wretched	of	the	Earth
 Interruption: site III: destroying, the chapter 
you are reading is “a textual work that parallels 
visual and oral work”53. It textually illustrates the 
site intention; to destroy the structural logic of 
colonialism){       }
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Action/programme/	implication
Destroy status quo, of a black landless majority.
To make infrastructure that; provides services- in 
the way of support systems. That is; to make to 
teach and make to learn. 
Programmatically conceived as a kit for land reform. 
Based on a model, a spatialized programme. [4.4] 
A stepping stone to owning productive land, the 
means of production. Electricity substation, brick 
factory/church/civic, leaning/teaching space. School 
for land
Implication- restore dignity. 
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Design	development
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Figure	4.2	-	Initial	dissertation	interest	drawing,	the	drawing	is	meant	to	illustrate	the	expanse	of	available	land;	original	size-	
120 X 841 
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Figure	4.3-	Initial	dissertation	interest	drawing,	to	make	an	architecture	of	land	that	catalysis	growth
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Figure	4.4-	Spatialised	programe	of	the	‘non-site’
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Figure	4.6-	Designing	the	spatial	program,	to	inform	a	development	of	its	surrounds
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Figure	4.7-		Site	in	Philippi	where	this	model	can	be	tested	and	made	specific	to	its	locale.
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Design	drawings:	Site	I
	 							note:	drawings	are	not	to	scale
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Design	drawings:	Site	II
	 							note:	drawings	are	not	to	scale
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be liable for any claims whatsoever, 
whether for damages or otherwise, 
which may arise as a result of
inaccuracies in the information supplied.
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